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After leaving the Census Bureau in 1946, Ed

Deming began his practice as a Consultant in
Statistical Studies from an office in the
basement of his home in Washington, DC.
For the remainder of his life, he conducted
his consulting from this office, aided for
many years before her death in 1986 by his
wife Lola, a distinguished mathematician in
her own right. During the final nearly four
decades of his life he was assisted by his ex-
traordinary secretary, consultant and con-
fidant, Cecelia Kilian, known to hundreds of
people throughout the world as ‘‘Ceil.’’

At the same time that he began his
consulting practice Ed Deming joined
the Graduate School of Business Ad-
ministration at New York University
as a full professor. Before he ‘‘retired’’
from NYU in 1975 to become Professor
Emeritus, he regularly taught two
courses in survey sampling and one in
quality control; and, moreover, he
served as advisor to about 100 students
who earned their master’s and doctoral
degrees. I asked him on one occasion if
NYU didn’t have some sort of policy
concerning retirement of academic and
other personnel at age 65 or 70. His re-
sponse was, ‘‘Well, if they did have,
they didn’t tell me about it.’’

The fact is that until a few months
before his death, Ed Deming continued
to teach at NYU every Monday after-
noon during the academic year and to
direct studies of graduate students. He
also taught Monday mornings during
the last few years of his life as a ‘‘Dis-
tinguished Lecturer’ at Columbia Uni-
versity, where a Deming Center has re-
cently been established.

Ed Deming’s entrance into the world
of quality improvement was inspired
by the 1931 book Economic Control on
Quality of Manufactured Product, writ-
ten by his friend and mentor Walter
Shewhart, the father of statistical
process control. In 1938, he arranged for
Shewhart to deliver a series of four lec-
tures entitled ‘‘Statistical Method
from the View point of Quality Con-
trol’’ at the USDA Graduate School.
These lecturers were published by the
Graduate School in 1939 ‘‘with the edi-
torial assistance of W. Edwards
Deming.’’

The crusade that Ed Deming subse-
quently undertook for the improve-
ment of quality resulted, as we know,
in the economic Renaissance of Japan
and eventually in his own world-wide
prominence as a ‘‘prophet of quality’’
and philosopher of management. This
aspect of Ed Demings’ life was high-
lighted by the media in the hundreds of
commentaries upon his death. The
present tribute to his memory there-
fore, has emphasized only what is per-
tinent to statisticians and was not
mentioned in those commentaries.

Ed Deming’s extensive contributions
to statistical thinking are too volumi-
nous to suit the present purpose. It suf-
fices to say, that throughout his life,
he championed the belief that statis-
tical theory shows how mathematics,
judgment, and substantive knowledge
work together to the best advantage.
Thus he, himself, was a master as logi-
cian and architect of statistical stud-

ies. This was more than evident at the
Deming Seminar for Statisticians held
annually at NYU beginning in 1987.

Ed Deming died quickly in his sleep
on December 20, 1993 at is home. His
daughters, Diana and Linda, their hus-
bands, and Diana’s five children, along
with their own spouses and children (16
in total), were to assemble at his home
for what they feared might be his last
Christmas. Most of them had arrived in
Washington by the time of his passing

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, I
withdraw my reservation of objection.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.
The Clerk read the bill, as follows:

H.R. 3535

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the United States of America in
Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. DESIGNATION.

Federal Office Building No. 3, located in
the Suitland Federal Center at 4700 Silver
Hill Road in Suitland, Maryland, shall be re-
designated and known as the ‘‘W. Edwards
Deming Federal Building’’.
SEC. 2. REFERENCES.

Any reference in a law, map, regulation,
document, paper, or other record of the Unit-
ed States to the Federal building referred to
in section 1 shall be deemed to be a reference
to the ‘‘W. Edwards Deming Federal Build-
ing’’.

The bill was ordered to be engrossed
and read a third time, was read the
third time, and passed, and a motion to
reconsider was laid on the table.
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GENERAL LEAVE

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent that all Members
may have 5 legislative days in which to
revise and extend their remarks and to
include extraneous material on H.R.
3535.

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there
objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

There was no objection.

f

ROBERT KURTZ RODIBAUGH
UNITED STATES COURTHOUSE

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I ask
unanimous consent for the immediate
consideration of the bill (H.R. 3576) to
designate the United States courthouse
located at 401 South Michigan Street in
South Bend, Indiana, as the ‘‘Robert
Kurtz Rodibaugh United States Court-
house’’, as amended.

The Clerk read the title of the bill.
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there

objection to the request of the gen-
tleman from Maryland?

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, re-
serving the right to object, however, I
will not object, I would like the gen-
tleman from Maryland to explain the
bill.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, will
the gentleman yield?

Mr. TRAFICANT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from Maryland.

Mr. GILCHREST. Mr. Speaker, I
thank the gentleman from Ohio [Mr.
TRAFICANT] for yielding to me.

Mr. Speaker, I rise in support of H.R.
3576, as amended, a bill designating the
United States courthouse located in
South Bend, IN, as the Robert K.
Rodibaugh United States Bankruptcy
Courthouse.

Judge Rodibaugh has served the
northern district of Indiana in the area
of bankruptcy law since his appoint-
ment as a bankruptcy judge in 1960.
During his tenure he oversaw the
growth of the bankruptcy court from
one small courtroom with a part-time
referee and a clerk’s office of 4 employ-
ees in South Bend, to 4 separate court-
rooms located throughout northern In-
diana. In 1985, Judge Rodibaugh was ap-
pointed chief bankruptcy judge, and as-
sumed senior status in 1986.

Judge Rodibaugh has fulfilled his du-
ties as a referee and a judge in bank-
ruptcy proceedings with patience, fair-
ness, dedication, and legal scholarship
which is most worthy of recognition. It
is a fitting tribute to honor him and
his accomplishments in this manner.

This bill has bipartisan support and I
would like to thank my colleagues on
the both sides of the aisle for their as-
sistance in bringing this measure to
the floor.

I urge my colleagues to support this
bill.

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, under
my reservation of objection, I yield to
the gentleman from Minnesota [Mr.
OBERSTAR].

(Mr. OBERSTAR asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. OBERSTAR. Mr. Speaker, I support this
bill to name the U.S. Courthouse in South
Bend, IN for Judge Robert Rodibaugh.

Judge Rodibaugh is a native of Goshen, IN
and attended grade school and high school in
South Bend, IN. He is an alumnus of Notre
Dame University and received his law degree
also from Notre Dame. From 1941 to 1946
during World War II he served in the military.

Judge Rodibaugh has served the citizens of
Indiana for almost 40 years as a prosecuting
attorney, and then as a Federal bankruptcy
judge. During his service as Chief Bankruptcy
Judge the bankruptcy court has grown from
one courtroom in South Bend to four court-
rooms in South Bend, Fort Wayne, Gary, and
Lafayette, IN.

Known for his fairness and legal scholarship
Judge Rodibaugh has set high standards for
his law clerks and other judicial personnel.

It is fitting and proper to honor the judge by
designating the U.S. courthouse in South
Bend, IN as the ‘‘Judge Robert Kurtz
Rodibaugh U.S. Courthouse.’’

Mr. TRAFICANT. Mr. Speaker, under
my reservation of objection, I yield to
the gentleman from Indiana [Mr. ROE-
MER], the sponsor of the bill.

(Mr. ROEMER asked and was given
permission to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. ROEMER. Mr. Speaker, I thank
the gentleman from Ohio for his help in
getting this bill put before the House
today.


		Superintendent of Documents
	2015-06-12T14:20:34-0400
	US GPO, Washington, DC 20401
	Superintendent of Documents
	GPO attests that this document has not been altered since it was disseminated by GPO




